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Welcome to the first edition of the wine club 
newsletter. The intent is to keep you up to 
date with what is going on with our vineyard 
and winery, as well as including some more 
general  topics on wine and winemaking

The last six months have been very exciting 
and busy here at Belgrave Park. The cellar 
door opened last October; the cottage 
accommodation opened shortly after that; 
we won our first wine awards; and then, 
even before the summer holidays had 

finished, we completely sold out of wine. 

The number of customers coming through 
has been very gratifying, especially those 
regulars who come back for more! Thank you 
- we will try and keep up the standard and we 
will also have a much broader range of wines 
next season.

The cellar door will be re-opening with new 
stocks in Spring. We will let you know more 
details in the next newsletter.

Our cottage accommodation is now open and 
is proving to be a real hit. AAA Tourism, which 
runs the 'Stars' rating system in Australia, 
has awarded us a 4½ star rating, the highest 
of any accommodation in this area. 

The cottage is a fully equipped, self-contained 
luxury getaway with a lovely rural setting and 
spectacular views. It is designed specifically 

Crushing Marsanne grapes

Pumping the grape must to the press

2008 Harvest
It is vintage time here right now. The far 

south coast is a cool climate region, so 

ripening is much later than in warmer areas 

such as the Hunter Valley or even Canberra. 

After the initial wet spring and cool, wet 

summer, it has turned out to be a good 

season here and the quality of the grapes is 

excellent

The white grape varieties have already been 

harvested and processed in our winery - they 

have now completed cold fermentation and 

are sitting quietly in the stainless tanks. 

Even at this early stage the wines are 

starting to taste very promising and bottling 

will be around August. This year we will have 

Marsanne, Chardonnay and Viognier.

Our red varieties, Shiraz and Merlot, will also 

be picked and crushed by the time you read 

this.

Last year's reds, Shiraz and Sangiovese, are 

still ageing in oak barriques (barrels) and will 

be bottled in the next few weeks, for release 

in Spring.

for couples wanting to escape for a weekend 
or to have a holiday on the beautiful Sapphire 
Coast. 

Details and rates are on our web site and you 
can book by phoning or just sending us an 
email. Long weekends are usually booked 
out months in advance, so you do need to 
book early.



Unrolling the vine nets

The vineyard after being netted

‘The Hair of the Dog’ and ‘The Peak Alone’ are registered trademarks of Belgrave Park Pty Ltd

Wine Show Awards
Belgrave Park Winery recently took out 

several major awards at the 2008 South Coast 

Wine Show.

Our 2006 'Peak Alone' Cabernet Sauvignon 

scooped the pool with the following awards -

! Best Red Wine in Show
! Best in Class (Cabernet Sauvignon)
! Best Red Wine (Any Vintage)

The South Coast Wine Show covers the area 

from Wollongong down to the Victorian 

border, along with the southern highlands. 

This year there were a total of 136 entries and, as you would expect, competition was 

fierce.

In a press interview Warwick Adams said “These awards were quite unexpected really, 
as it was our first vintage and the first wine show we have ever entered. Anne and I are 
really chuffed. For those of you who thought the Peak Alone cabernet was lovely, your 
judgement was spot on. It certainly raises the bar for future vintages though”.

Netting the Vineyard
Birds are a real problem for grapes at this 

time of the year. As the grapes ripen and get 

sweeter, many birds such as silver eyes, 

starlings, cuckoo shrikes, rosellas, parrots 

and crows descend in their hoards for a 

feed. 

In the past we have tried myriad ways of 

keeping the birds away. Plastic hawks, 

kites, tinsel, scarecrows, electronic noises 

and shotguns. We have tried them all - they 

generally are effective for a couple weeks, 

but birds are smart and always return 

eventually. One of the most effective 

scarers is actually Jetty, our border collie. 

But she refuses to do 12 hour shifts just 

guarding the vineyard.

So the only 100% solution is bird netting. 

This means that each year we have to put 

nets over each row of the vineyard. Even 

though our vineyard is tiny, that is still 

about 3 kilometres of rows. Luckily we use a 

tractor-driven netting winder which makes 

the application and removal quite simple.
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