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In  the  V ineyard
Flowering in the vineyard started about a 
fortnight ago. One of the joys of viticulture is 
wandering along the rows on a calm morning 
this time of year. Grape flowers actually have 
a delightful fragrance but it's very subtle and 
you only pick it up when surrounded by 
vines. The smell is a bit like jasmine or 
orange blossom, but lighter. 

Fruit set, the development of the small 
berries on the flower 'bunches' (called 
inflorescences), has finished in the last few

days and everything is on track for another 
good season. Depending on the weather 
over summer of course.

Flowering raises a point that many people 
ask about. Are grapes self-pollinating? The 
answer is yes, you don't need a separate 
pollinator variety and even though there are 
quite a few bees hovering around at 
flowering they aren't really needed to 
disperse the pollen.

Because of the very dry winter and spring 
our main irrigation dam is only a quarter full. 
This started to be a concern as it would limit 
the vineyard irrigation over summer. A 
solution was at hand though - I have now run 
a 500 metre pipeline from another smaller 
dam so we can transfer water as needed to 
top up the irrigation supply.

Everything looks healthy at present and 
even the Viognier block, which was a 
problem child until now, has its roots down 
this year and is looking good.

Wine  Shows
Belgrave Park Winery have just added even 

more wine medals to our impressive tally 

this year. At the national Australian Small 

Winemakers Show this month we won a 

silver medal and three bronze medals. Last 

month at the Orange Regional Wine Show, 

Belgrave Park also scored two bronze 

medals. 

The Viognier Block (with Peak Alone in the background)

Fruit Set on the Merlot (a stage just after 80% capfall)

All the medals this year prove once and for 

all that the Sapphire Coast can produce 

great wines. Our most recent wins were in 

an Australia-wide show, competing against 

nearly 2,000 other wines. And its not just a 

fluke any more, we have now won prizes for 

five separate wines - our 2006 Cabernet 

(sold out), 2007 Shiraz, 2007 Sangiovese 

Wine  Stocks
This year we have much larger stocks of wine 
than last year and shouldn't run out over 
summer. Unfortunately there are two 
exceptions though - we are already down to 
the last couple cases of the White Shiraz and 
the Viognier.

This year the rosé-style White Shiraz has 
proved to be enormously popular. I think I 
have now nailed the style, especially the 
balance  of flavour and sweetness, and at this 
stage we plan doing the same again next 
year, but make more of it.

You can now order wine by credit card directly 
on our web site www.belgravepark.com  
Just select ‘Order’ from the ‘Wines’ menu.  
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